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WEEK 8

FINE TUNING THE PROOF & PRINTING

PROOF PRINTING AND FINE-TUNING
MAKING THE FINE PRINT
HANDLING WORKS ON PAPER




INSTALLING YOUR PRINTER
DOWNLOAD & INSTALL PRINTER DRIVERS

Go to your printer manufacturer’s website (example: www.epson.com)

Go to the SUPPORT or DOWNLOADS section, or to your printer’s info page - or search
to locate the current software available for your printer. DOWNLOAD and INSTALL the
software on your computer.

NOTE: Usually the software on the CD that ships with your printer needs to be updated
before use. It's usually best to leave the CD untouched and download the latest
software.

In MAC OS, after installing the printer software, go to SYSTEM PREFERENCES > PRINT
& FAX to add a printer. The printer must be connected to the computer via printer
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INSTALLING PRINTER PROFILES

DOWNLOAD & INSTALL ICC PROFILES FOR YOUR PRINTER & PAPER

Go to your paper manufacturer’s website (ex: www.epson.com or www.moabpaper.com)

Go to the SUPPORT or DOWNLOADS section, or your paper’s info page, or otherwise
locate the ICC PROFILE for your specific printer/paper/ink combination. Download the
profile to your desktop.

In MAC OS, drag the profile to your MAIN HARD DRIVE > LIBRARY > COLOR SYNC >
PROFILES and drop it into the folder.

Do this for every paper you wish to use, and make note of the ICC Profile NAMES as
they can be difficult to decipher when choosing from a long list of profiles.

RESTART PHOTOSHOP to that it can rebuild its profile list.

Prafiles

HE - | © || &%-
Applications = Address Book Plug=ins  * @& TRty E = 3500 EEF AW 28E0.kc
Ceskiop " Application Support " Profiles b AdobeSCEISHE icm
& pob_(DO]1_f Auciio " ma Scripas L] Black & Whike.ice
Libsrary Cat s LS Bl Tane ke
ME_Documems - Coloriyme D% plasys
RescisePRD L] Companants L = eCRGE_vZ_ICCvd i
SYETam = Campasitians = = RCORGE v2.icg
#  Transmii . dFavories Comiexiual Menuw bems = pORGE v il
s User Guide.. formation = Desktop Fictures E = Cray Tone.lcc
Uiers E Dictianuries = Hadselblad 3808 kel TOKTS ke
Hasielblad I505Kel B0 S0 e
b= Hasselblad RGE. e
f = HFA_Eps 9600 _ME_GCasmErching, i
Fangs Disakiled L = IG5PPS_EPPIROD PSPPRKE
FONT 2000 L = Ip duo matte Bd=-aps 38500, kc
Frameworics - = Lighitness Decrease_ oo
Graphics a I Lighneis increase. icc
mage Caglure LR u.'|'!'h 6 D0 - E pri LIS FA :ﬁ;ﬁ:: OREFI0E T w
fApul Ma1moos L o Mikan

1ot 4% selected, 154,67 8 availabie



http://www.epson.com
http://www.epson.com

PRINT SETTINGS IN PHOTOSHOP

USE PHOTOSHOP TO PROOF AND PRINT YOUR IMAGE FILES

LOAD a sheet of paper into the printer

OPEN your PROOFING FILE in PHOTOSHOP

IN PHOTOSHOP CS5:

SELECT FILE > PRINT to open the PRINT DIALOGUE BOX
IN THE CENTER COLUMN:

SELECT YOUR PRINTER in the top-most drop-down menu

Leave COPIES set to “1”

Next to PRINT SETTINGS select the PAPER ORIENTATION

Click to OPEN PRINT SETTINGS

SELECT your PAPER SIZE from the drop-down menu

In the LAYOUT drop-down menu SELECT PRINT SETTINGS, and SET OPTIONS based on
your specific paper. Set COLOR SETTINGS to OFF

Switch to PAPER CONFIGURATION in the drop-down and set COLOR DENSITY to -10%
Click SAVE to return to the PHOTOSHOP dialogue

IN THE RIGHT COLUMN:

SET COLOR MANAGEMENT to DOCUMENT

SET PHOTOSHOP MANAGES COLOR

SELECT the proper ICC PROFILE from the profile drop-down menu

SET RENDERING INTENT based on PAPER SPECIFICATIONS (usually perceptual)
CLICK “PRINT”




PRINT SETTINGS IN PHOTOSHOP

USE PHOTOSHOP TO PROOF AND PRINT YOUR IMAGE FILES

Brotrar b 2 JPOONE yevies

B WO Potureate PN 140 L

Lol Msragamem
—_— CFRs St Frp 9
EPIOA Stytun Pee 1800 P ———

Primaef & [PUON Shyten P 8 Do a—ert

WP Color Lanacier CPI0LSdn (CTR220) NEFT

T

Pl hgobe BCR [958
Pectie Adooe BOB (1998 ) _ Copees: |l
Copies: |} oot |

Print Settingi a° ::
Print Settings 'ﬂ “_.'g‘ ;

Frirl BEaeT b1
char Handl o

Pean Protoy oo Managon Coon
Porptaon Paotnboo Vemegr oaey

W CEan image Fabvsbmibar 1 daabds The pranEL D

W Cester bmuge PRAFLEAPHIAE b8 TR [ il RTinagL cha

Re-waprrines Ty () o abbe Vo po rder (kg
P A g T o7 TR 3078 wefTiaga dabog bas o
Hie
Portes Profie s
ECSFFO_IFF 10D _FRPPrce
LS (L0 PP

Loy Prav Har RF sy WIS
Wamd Proed S e Rescaring b1nmt

Sealy 1o Fa Madka B st Codadimetng
Waw 1o b1 Medy Bo afoee | s v tyd

bt ! | LOAE R Wisck Princ Comperaaiian
Scale ™ W mack Pt Compersaton

Pracof Seiup
Proal letug
Vgt

o

Po ot B ey otroe

Mgtcs Prow Cobary W Bpurad g Bas

Umiy T

SELECT PRINTER SELECT ORIENTATION




PRINT SETTINGS IN PHOTOSHOP

USE PHOTOSHOP TO PROOF AND PRINT YOUR IMAGE FILES

 Copies 1
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SELECT PAPER SIZE SET PRINT SETTINGS
NOTE: CREATE CUSTOM PAPER SIZES BASED ON PAPER SPECIFICATIONS
TO ENSURE CENTERED PRINTING CHOOSE COLOR SETTINGS: “OFF”




PRINT SETTINGS IN PHOTOSHOP

USE PHOTOSHOP TO PROOF AND PRINT YOUR IMAGE FILES

ADJUST COLOR DENSITY IN PAPER CONFIGURATION CHOOSE “Photoshop Manages Color” + proper profile
TO REDUCE INKFLOW
(I FIND THIS PREVENTS BLOCKED SHADOWS
WITHOUT NOTICEABLE CONTRAST LOSS)




PRINT SETTINGS IN PHOTOSHOP

USE PHOTOSHOP TO SOFT-PROOF AND PRINT YOUR IMAGE FILES

With older versions of Photoshop some settings must be made after setting
the PHOTOSHOP PRINT DIALOGUE in an additional Epson PRINT DIALOGUE
BOX that appears after you click PRINT in Photoshop.

In the Epson PRINT DIALOGUE BOX:

SELECT PAPER SIZE

In the LAYOUT drop-down menu SELECT PRINT SETTINGS, and SET
OPTIONS based on your specific paper. SET COLOR SETTINGS to
OFF

SWITCH TO

Switch to COLOR MANAGEMENT in the drop-down menu and set to OFF
Switch to PAPER CONFIGURATION in the drop-down menu and set
COLOR DENSITY to -10%

Click PRINT




PROOF PRINTING & FINE TUNING

PRINT REDUCED-SIZE PROOFS AND ADJUST
BEFORE MAKING LARGE FINAL PRINTS

LABEL AND EVALUATE your first proof print. Note details about your settings + “no corrections”.

Your proof should look very close to the images you see on-screen. If not, re-check all settings. If
you are gang-proofing, usually a/l images will exhibit similar discrepancies with the screen image if
the proof group was prepared consistently, meaning that a single adjustment to the file will make the
images more acceptable.

In PHOTOSHOP, ADD A CURVE LAYER to the top of your layer stack to make GLOBAL
ADJUSTMENTS to the images based on what discrepancies you see in the proof.

NOTE: Your adjustments create changes that are THE OPPOSITE of what you feel is wrong with the
file - ie. if the proof is too dark, and the proof looks right on screen, you will make an adjustment that
renders the view on-screen looking too light. You will adjust the file so that it doesn’t look exactly
right on-screen, but prints properly.

PROOF AGAIN (#2) and evaluate the effects of your adjustment layer.

Continue this process until your are happy with the printed proof.

NOW. OPEN your INDIVIDUAL or STACKED PRINTING TEMPLATE DOCUMENT

SHIFT-DRAG the GLOBAL CURVE ADJUSTMENT LAYER from the top of the proof file’s layers palette
to the TOP of your PRINTING TEMPLATE file to apply the adjustment to all layers in the file.

ACTIVATE one layer at a time and PRINT. Set your print dialogue settings exactly as you did while
proofing.




HANDLING WORKS ON PAPER

EXTEND LONGEVITY AND REDUCE WASTE

Wear COTTON GLOVES to prevent oil contamination
Store papers in MODERATE TEMPERATURE and HUMIDITY

HANDLE PAPER by HOLDING CORNER to prevent kinks and creases

Select and stack paper sheets gently to prevent surface scuffing.

DRY PRINTS for 24 HOURS to allow ink out-gassing and extend longevity
TRIM PAPER to actual print size using crop marks.

Use a high-end rotary paper cutter for straight edges
Hand tear prints for deckled edges

SIGN, NUMBER, TITLE and “CHOP” prints for identification and authenticity

STORE in PLASTIC SLEEVES with INTERLEAVING TISSUE in ARCHIVAL
STORAGE BOXES




HANDLING WORKS ON PAPER

SCORING, HAND-TEARING, SIGNING, PACKAGING
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GO MAKE SOME PRINTS!
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